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Abstract:
Urdu and Sindhi are linguistically unite and supportive
languages. Both languages belong to the Indo-Aryan
family of languages. Both languages were born and
flourished in the same region, the Indian subcontinent.
Sindhi Muslims also supported Urdu in the well-known
linguistic conflict of the subcontinent (Urdu, Hindi
conflict). Before the formation of Pakistan, there was no
quarrel between Urdu and Sindhi. In the first constitution
of the Pakistan, When Urdu was declared as the only
national language The Sindhis felt that their mother
tongue was being pushed aside for the sake of national
language and this caused great grief and anger for the
Sindhis. Sindhi writers, intellectuals, teachers and the
people protested against this. The Sindhis began to feel
that Sindhi, the ancient and developed or conquered
language of the subcontinent, was being neglected in
schools, colleges and official correspondence, thus
increasing the hatred among the Sindhis against the Urdu-
speaking class. “Sindhi Language Day” was also a series
of demonstrations which were celebrated all over Sindh on
9th November1962 . 7th July 1972 is an important day in
the history of Sindh because the law of teaching,
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promotion and use of Sindhi language was passed in the
Sindh Assembly on that day.
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"The Committee is in favour of the experience

already initiated by Government of having all

teaching in Urdu schools, given through the

medium of Urdu, the vernacular of the district

being taught to those who wish to study it.

The Committee thinks that this should apply

to the whole presidency, the different Urdu
standards being started simultaneously"(5)
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"The committee is advised that adequate
textbooks 1n Urdu exist, and that all the
subject can be taught through this medium at
once, except the geography of the province,
for which special translations may be
required".(6)
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"After a long debate concerning the language
question, during the period of early non-
elected Governments, Urdu was declared the
sole national language by the order of
Muhammad Ali Jinnah. In addition to the
Urdu being implemented as the sole national

language of Pakistan, English was made the
language of official correspondence".(10)
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" On the eva of partition, the position of Sindh
was strong. It was the medium of instruction
in state schools. It was to be promoted by the
universities; It was subject of study at various

levels in educational institutions. Above all,
and what made it popular, was the fact that at



£2023 YRt Ss52 3208 b 72

the lower level of the administration and the
judiciary as well as in journalism, It was in
demand. Thus someone who had acquired it
could get jobs. This position was not enjoyed
by any other language of West".(11)
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" This in turn, implied that the Sindhi would
be disadvantaged not only culturally and
socially but also educationally and
economically because they would have to
compete with mother-tongue speakers of Urdu
for jobs in the cities which would now be

available at the lower level in Urdu and at the
higher in English"()3)
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"In 1957-58 the university of Karachi forbade

students from taking examination in Sindhi,
the Sindhi nationalists protested strongly"(14)
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"Such a radical change in the position of
Sindhi could nor be accepted by the Sindhi
Nationalists. Hence despite the repressive
nature of the state, the Sindhi took our
processions throughout the province and
finally Ayub Khan decided to let Sindhi
alone"(18)
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“Sindhi be adobpted as the official language
and language of internal correspondence.”(23)
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Report of the committee appointed byGovernment

Resulation No 1788, Education Deptt, dated 23rd
March 1913 to report on the measures to be taken
for the promotion of Education among the
Mohamedan Community of the presidency proper,
Karachi: printed typescript, Sindh Archieves,
1913, Para 6.

.Ibid Para 6
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